Stephen Letter #9: It Was a Wonderful Week, April 12, 2026 (from Myron & Kendra Kirkpatrick)

A quick update on events of the past week for Stephen Ministry at MUMC...

Sometimes progress comes in the form of big events; sometimes it simply comes in baby steps. And so it is with
the reawakening of Stephen Ministry in our Church. By any standard, this was a great week!

* We received our first official application from a long-time member of MUMC who would now like to become
a Stephen Minister! As usual, that person is apprehensive but in faith has answered God’s call and signed up
for the training class that will begin in early November and continue until mid-March. A year from now, that
person should be working with their first Care Receiver, reviving a ministry that began 20 years ago but has
now been dormant for a long while.

+ At the fellowship time following the Bruce Reid memorial service yesterday, we sat with a couple who are
already very familiar with Stephen Ministry from another Methodist church and are very interested in what is
developing at MUMC. (By the way, Bruce Reid was a Stephen Minister in addition to his many other roles in
the Church.)

* In the video announcements preceding this morning’s service, a large “Have you considered becoming a Ste-
Pphen Minister?” slide featuring the “broken man” logo flashed across the screen for the first time.

* During the announcements, Kendra invited everyone to stop by the adult Sunday School room to watch short
videos from a variety of congregations around the country, featuring a range of very moving actual Care Re-
ceiver testimonials. And Pastor Malikai repeated the invitation just before his benediction.

* During “Joys & Concerns,” Ken Walker spoke about his experience as a Stephen Minister at a St. George
church, giving the congregation a vivid first-hand view of the two-way rewards that come from this work.

* For a half-hour or so following this morning’s service, the Sunday School room was filled with 10 people plus
us, watching a series of 2-3 minute videos of actual Stephen Ministers and Care Receivers sharing their expe-
riences and rewards. The ten included our first applicant, Pastor Malakai and Linda, former Stephen Ministers
Sue Taylor and Ken Walker, and, most importantly, five prospective applicants! Sue spoke from her heart
about having been both a Stephen Minister and a Care Receiver as well as a strong supporter of our efforts.

We welcome baby steps! Please, if you have any curiosity about or interest in Stephen Ministry talk to one of us
or to one of the former Stephen Ministers you see in the congregation — all recognizable by our blue “Stephen
Minister” name tags. Applications are available from both the Church Secretary and from our Stephen Ministry
mailbox. We will continue to do the half-hour video sessions in the Sunday School rooms after worship service
through April and possibly on into May — grab a cup of coffee and join us! And if you are a former Stephen Min-
ister, please join us as well — your input is invaluable.

In thinking about what you can most effectively be doing for Mesquite United Methodist Church, please give
Stephen Ministry your most careful and prayerful consideration. The only way there will be Stephen Ministers
to support us older folks through the difficult years ahead is if we train them now — it will be too late if we wait
until we actually need them!



