Stephen Letter #10: It’s May Day — Summer Approaches (from Myron & Kendra Kirkpatrick)

Most of our Snowbirds have either flown north or are about to. And although we are permanent residents, we are
about to join them for at least a couple of months. There is some wiggle room on the ends, but our planned depar-
ture date is no later than June 3™, and our planned return date no earlier than July 31°. That means that anything
that is going to happen with Stephen Ministry before August must happen in the next 30 days. We could possibly
handle some things via e-mail or Zoom while traveling, but not many.

As of today, we have one person signed up for the Stephen Minister training class presently scheduled to begin on
Sunday afternoon, November 1. Yes, that’s right — Sunday afternoon. Our committed trainee prefers that the 2-
1/2 hour classes be held at that time, so that is when they will be. At least we shouldn’t be competing for space!

Over the next few weeks, we will continue showing short Stephen Ministry videos in the Sunday School room for
a half-hour or so following each Sunday service. We are also available to talk with anyone who is considering Ste-
phen Ministry training at almost any time you request. Finally, we plan to share one of the short videos with the
entire congregation during “A Minute or Two” next Sunday, May 10,

So looking forward... What will happen if we still only have one Stephen Ministry trainee by November 157
Well, that would certainly be fewer than we had hoped and prayed for given the level of interest in rejuvenating
the Ministry that has been expressed by the congregation. However, we are committed to this effort, and the train-
ing would absolutely go forward.

If all then went as planned, our one trainee would be commissioned as a Stephen Minister and begin serving no
later than early April of next year. At that time, we (Kendra and Myron) would also make ourselves available to
serve as both Stephen Ministers and Leaders. It would be a challenging situation because (1) it would limit the
number of Care Receivers that could be served to two women and one man, and (2) when additional people did
eventually volunteer to serve as Stephen Ministers (to be trained by us), our then-existing commitment as Minis-
ters to our own Care Receivers would greatly complicate the training process. But it could — and would — be done.

So that is the situation this May Day. To generally repeat the plea from our previous Stephen Letter: In thinking
about what you can most effectively be doing for the congregants of Mesquite United Methodist Church and
other members of our community, please give Stephen Ministry your most careful and prayerful consideration.
The only way there will be Stephen Ministers to support us through life’s difficulties that lie ahead is if we train
them now — it will be too late if we wait until we actually need them!

Please continue to remember Stephen Ministry and our efforts in your prayers. And be sure to grab some coffee or
tea and join us in the Sunday School room following the worship service to watch short videos and/or just talk
about what Stephen Ministry actually is/is not and explore questions or concerns you may have.

Myron & Kendra



